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In	 March	 and	 April	 2007,	 bar-tailed	 godwits	 hit	 the	 headlines	 in	 New	 Zealand	 and
around	 the	 world	 when	 satellite	 tagging	 confirmed	 these	 birds	 had	made	 non-stop
10,200-kilometre	flights	between	New	Zealand	and	northern	China--a	world	record	for
any	 non-seabird.	 After	 a	 five-week	 stopover	 in	 China,	 the	 godwits	 moved	 on	 to
breeding	 grounds	 in	 Alaska.	 Then	 in	 September	 2007	 came	 confirmation	 that	 these
same	 godwits	 returned	 from	 Alaska	 to	 New	 Zealand	 in	 a	 direct	 flight	 of	 over	 11,000
kilometres--setting	a	new	world	record.
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