SYLVIA'S LOVERS

'The saddest story | ever wrote." Mrs GaskellSylvia's Lovers is set during the French
Revolutionary Wars in the remote whaling-port of Monkshaven in Yorkshire. The sea
dominates the lives of the inhabitants: whalers returning from their long and
dangerous trips to Greenland bring crowds to the quayside, every local man has tales
to recount of his exploits at sea, and smuggling is rife. The people of Monkshaven hate
the French, but they live in greater and more immediate fear of the dreaded incursions
of the callous...
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Peek Inside the Book

But between the busy heads and over-reaching arms he could see Charley and Sylvia, sitting close
together, talking and listening more than eating. She was in a new strange state of happiness not to be
reasoned about, or accounted for, but in a state of more exquisite feeling than she had ever experienced
before; Elizabeth Gaskell, Sylvia's Lovers //

... that kind of patriotism which consists in hating all other nations ... Elizabeth Gaskell, Sylvia's Lovers //

Reader's Opinions

A fine example of the Classic English Novel. Slow-paced and well drawn, it takes its time weaving you into
its spell... and then all of the sudden you realize you can't rest until you find out how the painful dilemma...
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