
AMERICAN	ROMANCES:	ESSAYS
"Everything	and	nothing	is	sacred	in	Rebecca	Brown's	essays.	Tongue,	word,	thought,
and	 intellect	 all	 conspire	 in	 a	 free	 language	 love	 of	 living	 history,	 divination,	 sex,
solitude	and	amusement.	She	is	America's	only	real	rock	n'	roll	schoolteacher.	Lessons
layered	with	 profundity	 and	 protracted	 parallels.	Where	 old	world	 religion,	 Gertrude
Stein	and	Oreo	cookies	co-exist	 in	an	actual	and	mystic	world	of	wonder."	--Thurston
Moore,	Sonic	Youth"If	Rebecca...
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Reader's	Opinions
Disclaimer	 first:	Rebecca	Brown	and	 I	 are	old	 friends	and	close	 friends.	We	have	know	each	other	 since
about	 1975.	 I	 have	 read	 all	 of	 her	 books,	many	more	 than	 once.	 That	 said,	 this	 book	 is	 a	masterpiece.
Brown's	first	book	of	non-fiction,	American	Romances	is	an	unsentimental	meditation	on	American	culture
from	Hawthorne	(Nathaniel)...

It	 seems	to	me	that	 the	majority	of	nonfiction	 falls	 into	 two	camps:	 that	which	 is	written	 from	a	 literary
standpoint	and	that	which	is	written	like	a	textbook.	What	Rebecca	Brown	does	in	AMERICAN	ROMANCES	is
she	makes	the	two	meet	in	the	middle	and	crafts	one	of	the	most	unique	books	I've	ever	read.	This	is	not	to
say	I	absolutely...
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